Of That Colossal Wreck - Episode 2

written by

Sasha Sienna & Jonathan Sims



1. A CAVERNOUS SPACE WITHIN THE OZYMANDIAS SPACE STATION.

The hum is there, but more faint. In the far distance, there is an
ominous whistling, as though something is trying to draw you closer.
Then comes a brief pause, followed by the mechanical sounds of
hydraulics releasing as a door partially opens. On the other side, we
can hear MIRA's voice.

MIRA
Ah! There you go. That's the release,
and. ..

ZACK
Do you need us to get it the rest of the
way?

RILEY

It's already wide enough to crawl under.

MIRA
No, it's fine, Riley, could you grab
that- Yup, that's it... Got it!

She lets out a grunt of triumph as the door lifts all the way up,
revealing the enormous room beyond. They make awed sounds as they step
inside.

LUNA
It's huge.

ZACK
Levi, what do you make that, a mile? Two?

LEVI
Two miles, I think... Reminds me of a
parade ground. We're supposed to come
here when we wake up. All of us. A whole
generation. We line up here.

MIRA
And the Commander gives us our
instructions. Tells us what to do.

Beat.

LUNA
It's just us.

LEVI
Yeah.



RILEY
And everything's broken.

ZACK
Not everything. Most of the lights are
still on. And we can still breath, still
walk. We're not floating frozen in the
vacuum of space, so most of the station's
vital systems are still working. That's
got to be worth something.

LEVI
Maybe, but it doesn't tell us much. This
place was designed to be completely self-
sustaining. To run automatously for
thousands, millions of years.

MIRA
Until it was needed.

ZACK
So how long do you think it's been?

MIRA
Since we woke up, or since the station
was activated?

RILEY
How would we measure either?

Their stomach rumbles right on cue.

LEVI
I'd say that's a pretty good indicator of
how long we've been awake.

RILEY
Yeah. Can't exactly say I'm looking
forward to crossing the parade ground on
an empty stomach.

MIRA
Crossing it might not actually be the
best idea just yet.

LUNA
Why not?

MIRA
Look, lining this whole wall.
Doors, just like this one, which takes us
down to where we woke up. That room could
have held, what? 50 people? 607 Not
enough to fill this whole space.

LEVI



You think these other doors lead to more
places like that? More people?

MIRA
I don't know about people, but ours
clearly had supplies in it at one point:
food, water, additional clothing.

LUNA
So some of the other rooms might still be
fully stocked.

MIRA
Exactly.

RILEY
And if we're lucky, they won't even be on
fire!

MIRA
Not funny, Riley. You remember the door-
opening procedure I showed you?

RILEY
Yeah, I think so.

MIRA
OK, then. You, Levi and Luna start
working your way left. Zack and I will
take the right. We'll regroup here if we
find anything.

ZACK
Are you sure? If it's all the same to you
I should probably keep an eye on Luna,
she-

LUNA
Don't worry, Zack, it's ok. I'm doing
much better.

ZACK
You're feeling alright?

LUNA
I'm feeling like an artificially grown
person waking up on a broken space
station. So not amazing. But there's no
more dizziness.

ZACK
Right. Well, uh-

LUNA
I'1ll manage.



MIRA
Ok. Meet back here when we find food.

RILEY
What if we don't find any?

LEVI
Then I guess we meet back here when we
give up. Come on.

They begin to disperse. Across the parade ground, another inhuman
whistle.

2. INT. AN AWAKENING ROOM, UNUSED

The sounds here are quieter; the echoes of footsteps and movements are
dampened, as though the room itself is still sleeping. The berths are
empty, and there's no indication any pods have ever been deployed here.
MIRA and ZACK walk quietly, as though afraid of disturbing it.

MIRA
Right, where did you find the storage
area when we woke up?

ZACK
Along the back wall. Here, I'll show you,
they're not exactly hidden, but you need
to know what to look for.

MIRA marches across the room while ZACK trails behind.

ZACK
No pods. You think that's a good sign?

MIRA
Probably. If this room's never been used,
it might still have all its original
stores.

ZACK
Let's hope so. Right, see this here? It's
actually a handle. If you just grip it
and. ..

The door to a sci-fi cupboard opens with a slight hiss of
depressurisation. They take a moment to look inside.

MIRA
Empty.

ZACK
That might be a good sign?

MIRA



How is a complete lack of food a good
sign?

ZACK
Well, it might mean someone else has
already taken it.

MIRA
So maybe there are other people already
awake.

ZACK
We might not be quite as alone as we
thought.

3. INT. AN AWAKENING ROOM, USED.

The room is the same as the others, but is full of opened pods.

is looking over one of them as LEVI and LUNA look on.

LEVI
Well?

RILEY
No sign of them. Whoever was in here,
they're long gone.

LUNA
Do we know when they would have woken up?

LEVI
It doesn't seem recent.

RILEY
No. All the read outs are dead. Looks
like none of them have had power for a
long time.

LUNA
So we definitely weren't the first to
wake up...

Levi lets out a grunt of frustration and kicks the empty pod.

RILEY
Hey! Careful!

LUNA
Levi? Are you alright?

RILEY
Remember last time, when one of these
things caught fire?

RILEY



LEVI
None of this makes any damn sense! We
were supposed to wake up together. All of
us'!

RILEY
Maybe the system decided to stagger it?

LEVI
No, i1t wouldn't work like that. There are
meant to be thousands of us, hundreds of
thousands, all at once. You can't rebuild
a civilisation with fifty people.

RILEY
Or five.

LUNA
Assuming we want to rebuild it at all.

LEVI
What, you don't think humanity is worth
continuing?

LUNA
I don't know. I've never seen it. Neither
have you. We're less than a day old,
Levi. Besides, if this place was built on
the assumption that, statistically, human
civilisation would eventually become
extinct, then surely the same thing is
true of anything they built?

RILEY
Maybe they expected us to build a space
station like this of our own?

Their joke does not land.

LUNA
Everything ends.

LEVI
Look, I don't know what to tell you.
We're meant to have a job, a purpose.
We're meant to all be together.

RILEY
He's right, Luna. I feel it too. Though I
guess I don't know if that's Jjust what
I've been programmed to believe.

LEVI
We're not computers, Riley. We're people.
We haven't been programmed to believe
anything.



LUNA
But we have been designed.

Levi takes a deep breath.

LEVI
Let's drop it, OK? I'm sorry. We're all
tired, hungry and stressed. Whatever we
think about our existence, we certainly
weren't supposed to come into the world
like this. Let's keep looking. Luna, did
you find those storage spaces Mira was
talking about?

LUNA
One of them. Full of empty bottles and
old wrappers. Some kind of rations, they
looked like. Anything that wasn't already
consumed looks like it was taken.

LEVI
Yeah, that makes sense. Let's have
another look. It's possible there are a
few more cupboards like it here, and
maybe one of them hasn't been picked
clean. If not, we try another chamber.

LUNA
Right.

They start to go looking.

RILEY
Levi?

LEVI
Yeah?

RILEY

What if we missed it? What if everybody
else did wake up, and they met the
Commander, and took off to rebuild on
some distant world.

Beat.

RILEY
What if we've been left behind?

LEVI
It's... possible. I guess. But we don't
know anything for sure, yet, so no point
jumping to conclusions. For the moment,
we just need to make sure we stick
together and look out for each other.



Because one way or another something here
really doesn't seem right.

4. INT - AWAKENING ROOM, WRECKED

This room is also full of pods, but these are not simply open. They
have been smashed, broken and wrenched open, and each of the destroyed
pods (and much of the surrounding room) are coated in dried blood and
viscera. There is a low hum and sparking of broken systems and when the
characters walk, broken glass crunches underfoot.

ZACK and MIRA are looking over one of the shattered pods.

MIRA
Well?

ZACK
Well, what? It's blood.

MIRA
I can see that. Is it human?

ZACK
Probably.

MIRA
Aren't you a doctor?

ZACK
First off, technically I'm not a doctor
as I have no actual qualifications.
Second, even if I was I'd have no way to
test this blood, and third, I don't know
if there are any other creatures on this
station that bleed, certainly none that
would be in these human-sized stasis
pods. So yeah, it's probably human blood.

MIRA
You need to calm down, Zack.

ZACK
Mira, considering the situation I would
say that I am remarkably calm.

MIRA
How old is it?

ZACK
Old.

MIRA
Anything more specific?

ZACK



Only that no one could lose this much
blood and live.

MIRA
And that's the same with the other pods?

ZACK
I haven't examined them in detail, but
I'd guess so. Whatever happened here, I
don't think there were any survivors.

There is a long, tense pause.

Beat.

ZACK
Do you think it was some sort of...
malfunction?

MIRA
I think that most of these 1lids have been
smashed in from the outside. And this one
was torn off its hinges.

ZACK
So... No way it could have been an
accident?

MIRA
No.

MIRA

(thinking aloud)
Where are the bodies? Have they been
taken somewhere?

ZACK
Maybe. Something happened to them, but...

MIRA
What are you thinking?

ZACK
I don't know. And I don't want to think
about it any more because thinking about
it scares the shit out of me. I think
whatever happened to smash fifty stasis
pods and reduce their occupants to bloody
smears is something we should be moving
away from as soon as possible.

MIRA
No drag marks though the blood. If they
were taken then they must have been
carried.



ZACK
Mira!

Mira sighs.

ZACK
Can we go? Please.

MIRA
We still need to check the stores.

ZACK
You want to eat anything that's been in
here?

MIRA

All the other compartments we opened were
pressurised and sealed. There's no reason
to assume it would be contaminated.

ZACK
Fine.

He walks over to the wall.

ZACK
But I think it's a waste of-

The cupboard opens with a depressurising hiss, revealing a bounty of
untouched food, water and clothing.

MIRA
Looks like you weren't the only one too
squeamish to go looking for supplies in
here.

ZACK
This could last us for weeks. Months, if
we're careful.

MIRA
Let's not get ahead of ourselves. Load up

what you can and lets go find the others.

ZACK
You got it. And Mira...

MIRA
We'll find another room to eat in.

ZACK
Thanks.

5. INT - THE EDGE OF THE PARADE GROUND



The five awakened are sat against the wall as Zack hands out dried
food-bars and bottled water.

RILEY
This is what you meant by food?

LEVI
Good enough for me. I'm starving.

Riley unwraps their bar.

RILEY
What do they taste like?

ZACK
I don't know. I haven't eaten one yet.

Riley takes a bite. They make a sound the indicates it is not
delicious.

ZACK
But I imagine they taste like they were
designed to remain edible for many
thousands of years.

RILEY
"Edible" is a very broad term.

MIRA
They're what we've got.

RILEY
I know. What flavour have you got, Luna?
Mine claims to be "Curry".

LUNA
It says it's chicken.

RILEY
Huh. Do you even know what chicken tastes
like?

LUNA
I remember what a chicken is... But no, I

don't think I have a sense memory of the
taste. Maybe that means I never ate one.
Or, well, whoever I'm made of never ate
one. I sort of hope not, I don't really
like the thought of eating a chicken.

MIRA
Here, I've got "Tomato." We can swap if
you like, then you don't have to think
about it.

LUNA



(smiling)
Thanks.

There's a rustle of wrappers as they exchange bars.

RILEY
You know, I don't think I remember what
anything tastes like. From before I woke
up, at least. This is technically the
first thing I've ever eaten.

They take another bite.

RILEY
Lucky me.

LEVI
O0dd, isn't it. Humankind went to the
stars, built a civilisation powerful
enough to construct this place, and
through it all the concepts of "chicken"
and "curry" and "tomato" remained.

ZACK
Well, the terms did. Who knows if what we
think those words mean is anything like
what they might once have meant on Earth?

LUNA
You know much about Earth?

ZACK
No, not really. I don't have much actual
information about humanity's history or
the people who built this place. I know
we originally came from a place called
Earth. I can see it in my mind, blue and
green and fragile. I can see snapshots of
different places but no details. Kind of
like...blurred out backgrounds.

MIRA
Maybe the Commander can tell us more.

LEVI
Or maybe the station's builders knew that
by the time we woke up, whatever
specifics we remembered would be long
gone. Maybe they didn't want us to wake
up grieving.

LUNA
Then they failed. We're awake, which
means everyone like us is dead. Maybe I
don't know the names, or the places or
the cultures, but they're gone. I feel



it. It's part of who- Part of what we
are.

LEVI
I guess so.

They eat for a while in silence.

6. INT - THE EDGE OF THE PARADE GROUND
Riley, Luna and Zack are sleeping peacefully. Mira and Levi are not.

LEVI
Can't sleep?

MIRA
No. Feels too exposed here. All that wide
open space stretching out.

LEVI
Maybe, but I think we're all a bit uneasy
with the awakening rooms right now. Just
try to think of it as a wide open sky.

MIRA
It's just a ceiling.

LEVI
Closest any of us are going to get for a
long time. Maybe ever.

MIRA
Maybe.

Beat.

MIRA
I guess you're right. Don't exactly want
to be sleeping near all those pods right
now.

LEVI
Mm. Those broken ones Zack was talking
about? With all the blood. Was it as bad
as he made out?

MIRA
Worse.

There's a pause. In the silence, a distant whistle drifts across the
parade grounds. Mira tenses.

MIRA
You hear it too, don't you?



LEVI
Yep. Been coming on and off since we woke

up.

MIRA
I was hoping it was some kind of machine
or mechanism or... I don't know.

LEVI

Doesn't sound mechanical to me.

MIRA
Me neither. You think it might be other
people?

LEVI

No, I do not.
Mira does not reply.

LEVI
You sure you want to cross the parade
grounds when everyone's awake?

MIRA
We're not going to find the Commander
picking through hundreds of wake-up
rooms. If they're out there, it'll be on
the other side. In the rest of the
station.

LEVI
Be good if we could find a map.

MIRA
They could at least have given us a
memory of the layout.

LEVI
Maybe one of the others would have had
one.
Beat.
LEVI

There were meant to be more of us.

MIRA
I know. Get some sleep, Levi.

LEVI
Mm.

Mira settles down to rest. In the distance, the whistling comes again.



7. THE MIDDLE OF THE PARADE GROUND

Our five protagonists are walking across the vast open space,
bags of supplies.

Beat.

There is a small smattering of genuine laughter,
as the distant whistling rings out.
listening to see if it comes again.

ZACK
Would it not have made more sense to
stick to the walls?

LEVI
It would've taken a lot longer.

RILEY
Twice as long, maybe more depending on
where we were on the back wall. Still, it
does feel a bit vulnerable.

LUNA
I prefer it to the cramped corridors.
Feels like I can breathe a bit more. Even
if we are kind of overloaded.

MIRA
We don't know when we'll next find
supplies.

RILEY
True enough.

RILEY
Are we there yet?

LEVI
Hah. Don't even know how long we've been
walking.

ZACK
Hard to tell in a space this big, when
everything looks identical. Could be ten
minutes, could be an hour.

RILEY
Just want to know what my chances are of
dying from boredom.

ZACK
Pretty high, but don't worry, I'm a
doctor. I'll let you know the moment it
happens.

carrying

immediately cut short
They stop walking and wait,
There is nervousness in the air.



MIRA
Come on. We can't stop every time we hear
it.

LUNA
It's closer. We're going towards it.

ZACK
Well, that's good news. Closer to solving
the mystery.

No-one believes Zack, including Zack.

RILEY
Sure.

MIRA
Whatever it is, we'll deal with it. Let's
keep walking.

8. INT - A CENTRAL CORRIDOR

The hum of machines is still there, but it feels different. Sharper,
somehow. In one corner a service hatch is lifted up, and the five
explorers begin to emerge from the top of a ladder.

LEVI
Is it just me, or is it colder in here?

ZACK
It's not just you. Definitely chillier.

RILEY
Something wrong with the life-support
system, maybe?

MIRA
I choose to take it as a good thing.

ZACK
How'd you figure?

MIRA
We've been wandering identical corridors
on the same level since we got off the
parade grounds. Now we get up a few
floors and things look different. They
feel different.

LUNA
Change isn't always progress.

MIRA
I'll take it anyway.



LEVI
Is there any way to get the lights a bit
brighter?

MIRA
Maybe, I think that's a service hatch
just there. Riley give me a hand.

They pull a small metal plate off the wall, revealing wires and pipes.
Mira makes a noise of concern.

LEVI
What's wrong?

MIRA
There's, uh, a lot of the stuff in here
is... broken.

RILEY

That's not broken. That's smashed.

MIRA
Hold on, I think the lighting circuit is
still... One second.

The lights come on fully, and everyone makes a noise of disgust at the
substance they can now see coating much of the walls and ceiling.

LEVI
What the hell is that stuff?

RILEY
I saw a bit of it back near our old room.
Nothing like this much, though.

ZACK
Looks organic. Like some sort of amber or
soft resin. It- Luna don't touch it!

It's too late. Luna has touched it. She seems less afraid than the
others.

LUNA
It's sticky. Like tree sap. Cold.

ZACK
Could this be why the temperature is so
low here?

MIRA
That and the heating circuits have been

ripped out.

LEVI



Given that it seems to be in pretty much
every direction, I might suggest we go
back down.

RILEY
I'll take identical corridors over this.

MIRA
Yeah, I think that's-

She is cut off by a whistle. It is louder than it has ever been before,
and feels like it's from just around the corner. Which it is.

RILEY
Come on! Let's-

LEVI
No! Don't move! Look!

From around the corner a WHISTLER emerges. It cracks and snaps as it
moves, with every chitinous movement accompanied by a fluid pop of
cracking bones. It whistles to itself, much quieter and almost
curiously. It is dark, sharp and utterly alien.

ZACK
(Quiet)
Mira, what do we do?

With a hissing sound, the whistler stops dead in place. There is a
moment of tension, before it lets out another whistle, this one lower,
more threatening. A hunting whistle. It is immediately answered by a
half-dozen other whistles from deeper in the station.

MIRA
RUN!

They run.





