
Chapter 7

DarkWater Motel

S truggling to stay awake, I staggered down the road toward the 
city limits. 
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RAINE MONDAY

The tunnel that led through the mountain was closed. Sighing, 
I tried to look through the tunnel, but all I could see was darkness. 
I ficked on my fashlight, but could only see a pew peet. I had no 
idea why the tunnel was closed, and I wondered what it  might 
mean por a guy alone on the road with night past aDDroaching near 
WarkFater Balls. 

’acktracking a bit, I decided to Ditch a tent, but there wasnAt a 
decent area back prom the road I could camD. - neon sign beckv
oned in the distance, ad?ertising a motel with ?acancies ip it was to 
be belie?ed. 

I didnAt really ha?e enough money por a hotel room, but I rev
membered what someone had said about motels here. Something 
about being por pree“

Sighing, I made my way to the oOce. It wouldnAt hurt to at least 
ask what the rates were.

I went into the oOce and a young woman was slamming her 
hands down on a comDuter keyboard.

!”oh, this damn thing8M
!ThatAs about how I peel about most technological items,M I said.
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DARKWATER FALLS

!”h8M She looked uD at me. !So sorry. Felcome to WarkFater 
Balls jotel. qow can I helD you“M

I smiled. !IAm …ust inNuiring about your rates por tonight.M
She sighed, hitting the side op her monitor. !Fell, usually IAd 

say it was eightyvz?e dollars>
!’ut not tonight“M
She banged it again. !Tonight, I canAt get my damn comDuter 

to work.M

!Fell,  I  know a thing or two about comDuters,M I said. !Ip I 
made it work, could I get a room comDed por tonight“M

!qell, ip you can make this thing work, IAll comD it por a week!”
“Weal8M I said. 
She smiled, and oDened the oOce door.
!So whatAs it doing“M
!9othing8M The woman said. !-bsolutely nothing at all.M
I tried to mo?e the mouse, which was proxen on the screen. I hit 

ctrlGoDtGdelete and the oDtion manager window sDawned oDen 
apter a pew moments.
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I saw a pew unresDonsi?e Drograms and eYited them, then ran 
a disk scan prom the command line. -pter that was comDleted, I 
rebooted the comDuter.

-pter the chime, she logged in.
!It works8M She said, haDDily. !”h, my 6od, you ha?e no idea 

how prustrated IA?e been8M
!”h, I ha?e some idea.M I chuckled.

!jy name is 0oyce, by the way.M
!Sean,M I said and held out my hand.
!”h my 6od, are you Trans“M
I smiled soptly, my pace fushing.
!ThatAs  a  horrible  thing to say,  isnAt  it“  Rou donAt  ha?e to 

answer, I aDologixe.M
!ItAs okay. -nd..well, thatAs why I need a room. -DDarently, IAm 

in transition right now.M
!-hh, you met jei, then.M
I nodded. !Seems like e?eryone knows about her.M
!Reah, she has a thing. Fe all do.M
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!Woes that mean you want to peast on my fesh, drink my blood, or 
consume my soul“M

She grinned at me. !9o, nothing like that. ’ut this hotel is cursed.M
!Wamn, thatAs what I was apraid op.M
!Reah>ghosts, sDirits, you name it, we got it. TheyA?e been Nuiet 

lately, but no one wants to stay here.M
!IAm surDrised youAre still managing it.M
!TheyAre relati?ely harmless,M she said.
!Celati?ely“M
She nodded. !Reah, most op them are …ust Doltergeists, but Fanv

da>well.M
!9ot your priendly neighborhood ghost“M
!—m, no.M
!6otcha. So ip I stay here, I risk running into the ghost named 

Fanda.M
0oyce nodded. !’ut sheAs not terrible. I mean>M
This time her pace fushed a bit.
!Fhat haDDens“M
!Fell, she sorta>possesses you por a time. She doesnAt do anything 

bad, but she likes to>M
!1ikes to what“M
!Fell, ha?e seY.M
!-hh>M
!She ne?er Dossesses male bodies, but IAm not sure what sheAd do 

with a trans Derson, which is why I got eYcited.M
!Woes she keeD the bodies she Dossesses“M
!9o, itAs usually only por twentyvpour hours.M
I sighed. !Fell, porevwarned is porevarmed.M
!So youAll take the room“M
I shrugged. !Fhy not“ ’eats sleeDing in a tent in the woods.M
!6reat8M She said, grinning. !This makes me really haDDy, Sean. I 

ha?enAt had someone actually stay here in weeks8M
!Fell, thank you por telling me about the curse.M
!Reah, I usually donAt do that por newcomers. ’ut since you zYed 

my comDuter, I thought it only pair.M
I nodded as she handed me the key.
!Rou know, you could ha?e Nuite the business here in WarkFater as 

an IT Derson.M
!Think so“M
!I know so. The last IT guy we had in town got annihilated by a 

‘thulhuian horror.M
I shi?ered at that. !6ood to know.M
She smiled. !Say, you wanna get cleaned uD then head o?er to the 

dinerP!
!IA?e already had enough op jaryv’eth, too. She told me to get out 

op town, but the road is closed.M
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!Reah, the tunnel is fooded again.M
!I wondered what had haDDened. 6uess IAll ha?e to try to go o?er 

the mountain.M
!Reah, might not wanna do that either. ThereAs trolls.M
I rolled my eyes. 3Wammit8M
!1ook, when I said, 3dinerA I didnAt actually mean jaryv’ethAs. ’y 

the way, her bark is worse than her bite, ip you know what I mean.M
I sighed. !I wondered that.M
!-nyway, go Dut your stu  in the room, and meet me at the diner 

across the Darking lot, -smoreAs. I …ust ha?e to lock uD here.M
!-re they going to be Dutting me on the menu“M
She laughed at that. !9ot ip youAre with me, honey.M
I thought about jei, and not saying goodbye>but I was also tired, 

and ra?enously hungry. !Sure, we can do that. ’ut IAm eYhausted, so 
may not be good comDany.M

!WonAt worry, baby,M she said, walking me to the door. !IAm …ust 
haDDy weA?e met.M

I smiled. !Say, do you haDDen to ha?e any clothes around that I 
might be able to zt“ jy um>boy clothes, donAt zt anymore.M

She grinned at me. !Fe ha?e an entire lost and pound section, 
honey. eoDle tend to lea?e this Dlace in a hurry and lea?e e?erything 
behind8 IAll bring some stu  o?er to your room.M

!Sounds good.M
-nd as I made my way to room 2  in the WarkFater jotel. I 

sincerely hoDed my luck had changed.
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