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chapter nine

Winter break passe\d\.
_ The next semester began.

It feels like the days are going by;g\uickly.
The weather is already changing:
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I spand ‘my‘time‘trying‘to‘manage‘my‘classes; but'it's
been hard flndlng the motivation to do the work. I'm already falllng behind.:
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\ Any free time | have is spent Iaokmg
\ for roommates to share the apartment
that Josh and | got for next year

Ifiwe don’ tflnd other roommatesiweillihave

tofsplitithe rent bletween theltwolofius{whichlisnit
' daable B‘iﬂ we havien t had much'lickX¥so |tsi been @ﬂm

As for Howie and me...
=\ we don't talk anymore.
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I still can’t believe things got
this bad between us.

We were so close only just a few
months ago, and yet somehow
we've turned out like this.

No... not 'somehow’. I
know exactly how.

iThislisfcompletelylmyzfault.
Ifput{himithroughfsuchfalterrible thing.

IAndifdoniknowlhowpifcouldfpossiblyafixi
IGmfsclangrydatmyself ™
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I'm worried
about Casey...

I don't know
where his mind
is these days...

Yeah, he's definitely
been off lately.

I wonder what's
going on with him...



That was
academic services...

I'm being put on
academic probation....




...Are you

serious?

They said that it's
because I'm not on track to
pass most of my classes
this semester...
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And because I've already
failed a lot of classes since freshman
year, and my GPA is terrible... That
there's no indication that I'm
even trying...

What exactly
does this mean..?




They won't let

me back in as a
student next year...
















No....Howie wouldn't do that....

Did he figure it out
on his own? Did he see
something?

Oh god, what should
| do....

Should | just walk away..?
Should | act like | don't know,
what he’s talking about..?




Oh my god
I'm leaving
Why are you
like this




Clearly you do.

Hm. But I'm
not wrong.

...You can think
whatever you want.




Oh my god,
you're not even
trying to deny it!

You two are banging!
I fucking knew it.

Dude, knock it off!

Howie thinks you're

his friend! Why are you talking
about him like this?!

If you have some sort
of problem with him, then leave him
the hell alone! Wwhy would you
offer to live with-

So are you doing him, or...
is he doing you?




I mean, obviously
it's not the other way
around. I can tell just

by looking at you.

Don't know




You know...

You're so damn
concerned about Howie's
love life...

..If I didn't know any

better it almost sounds to me
like maybe you're the one who's
got a crush on him.







Someo

neone just
w that kid into
the wall...




Oh god,
your cheek...
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....\Who did this?







I said I
handled it...




She also told me
about your probation...




Can I do anything?

It's not the
end of the world.

Your probation's
gonna come with conditions.
Go to academic services, They'll
tell you what you need to do
to reverse the probation.

You'll get through it.




Do you think you
could please, just...

...stay here
with-







Nevermind...

It's fine. You
don't have to...

...What?

But you
just asked-

I said it's fine!
Really...

I'm okay now, so...




Sooch, you're
not making sense.

If you need me
to stay, I'm staying- #

What about what
you need, Howie?!

Get out of
here already...

It kills you
to be around me,
right? You said so
yvourself.

Don't try to tell me
that's not important right
now. I never saw anyone cry
like that in my whole life,
the way you did.

Stop worrying about
what I need... You need space
right now, and I want to
give it to you...









What the hell?!

why did you
come back?

Did you not
listen to anything
I just said?!

But you...

Even though I...

Mo matter what
may happen between us...
Nothing will change how
important you are to me.

And whenever
there's a situation where
yvou need me, I will always

be there.

You need to ice it
or it'll bruise.

That's not ice

that's a soda can!!

Yeah, well, it's
the coldest thing
I got.

\ I heard you.

.- I know that

you're trying to be
considerate of me...

And I appreciate
it, but...




LANYyway, you
really should have been
icing It this whole time.

If you had iced
it as soon as...




Sooch, talk to me...







...What are you
talking about?




The truth is...

I didn't hate it.

And you were so
gentle with me....

I didn't tell you
the truth because
I was scared...

I'm so sormry....






You said you'd
be honest... I
trusted you!

Do you have
any idea how awful

that night was :

for me?!

I can't believe
you right now...

DO YOU
HAVE ANY IDEA HOW
CONFUSING THIS WHOLE
THING HAS BEEN
FOR ME?!




...Listen. I know was wrong.
I never should have kissed you if I
wasn't prepared to give you a real
chance. But please try to understand
that I never meant to hurt you.

I'm not trying to make
excuses, but I've been... really

confused, and scared. When I agreed
to kiss you, I never actually expected
to like it. It was really
shocking for me...

And then I didn't tell you the
truth because... I wasn't actually
interested in trying...

.Why are you telling
me this now, after all
this time...

If it's just because

you felt guilty... then I wish
you never said anything....




I'm telling you because...
If you still want to...

Maybe... we can try.

Even though I liked the kiss,

I don't know if it actually means that
it's possible for me to fall in love with a
man. I need you to understand that

before we decide what to do.

I just... I can't promise
you that this will work out. But I
do promise you that I really will try,
if you want to give it a shot.... I
just need a lot of time.

This is the most I can
offer you right now...




I spent all this time
trying to move on....

And now, after all
that, you're telling me
you want to give me
a chance...?

Sooch, you've rejected
me countless times... Even if
we tried, it'll probably just

happen again.

You said so yourself...
that you can't promise
it'll work.

I... can't go through that again.













