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Nuthin'. Just

wanted to check if

you're alive.
. Haven't
N seen ya all
day.

...You as
hungover as

Haha. Dude.

You know it.




So worth it,
though.

Last night
was crazy!

I ran into

Steph in the Yeah, last
hall on the night was...
way here.

cha said 1 ...really crazy.

was so messed

up you had to carry
me back home
last night?

Why is he
acting like nothing
happened...?

Did you
seriously?!

You don't
remember?




Nope,
I blacked out.

; The last thing I
Like, I had no ' remember is going to

idea how I even got . Liam's a.nd then,
back here until I nothing.
talked to Steph.

What? No.
You never even
made it back to

the frat!

So what
happened then?
Did I just come back
to Ben's frat so high
that you decided to
bring me back?

No! You--

Oh my god.
Steph didn't
tell you?

i We found you on
And we figured this dumbraes the side of the street,
expression on stoned out of your
tripping out for like, your face, goddamn mind.
at least an hour,

Are you
serious?!

And when I asked
you how high you were
you just said "Yes". You

were so fucked up,

it was amazing.

embarassing.




She told me
you were so drunk
you cried!

she told you
that?!

Last night,
after I brought
you back...

...you
kissed me.

According
to Steph I wasn't /
the only one who was

completely hammered
last night.

wrong with us?!
Maybe we should
stop drinking.

You always
say that!




B-B-B-BUT I
MEAN IT'S COOL
MAN IT WAS AN

ACCIDENT
YOU WERE REALLY

FUCKED UP AND SHIT
HAPPENS I'M NOT MAD
OR ANYTHING

I shouldn't have said

anything I should not have
FUCKING said anything. &£




Wait.. You're
teling me I--

I kissed you?!

Come on,
look at me.

It's really not a
big deal. I didn't mean
to embarass you.

I wouldn't have said
anything if I knew it would
make you upset.

It just somehow felt
like it would have been
weirder if I kept a secret,

you know?

{
You were just
’ really, really drunk.
A

No. What am I saying?




Am I really going to keep lying to him?

But if I come out to him, what will he say?

I know Sooch is an open minded person,
but any guy would be weird about something
like this. Would he think I'm gross? Would he

N

I just... I'm not ready to tell him.

But he's going to find out eventually.

And after last night, I can't keep pretending like everything
is normal anymore. I can't just lie to him again, and then all
of a sudden tell him the truth later on down the road.

There's
something I
need to tell

you...

be angry that I kissed him?

...Would he hate me?

If I'm ever
gonna tell him
the truth.... it's
gotta be now.




It's something I've
, You're my best friend, been keeping from you for
I wasn t sure what youl and T've just been so scared a while... but I guess I
would think... and I don't that things would change gotta say it now.

want to lose you. R

B-But the truth
is, I'm... gay.

Fuck. He's not saying anything.

I can't do this.

R




being serious

right now..?




Yes, seriously.
I'm fucking gay.

I'm really
fucking gay.

If you're weirded
out... I understand..

I'm not weirded
out... or anything.




You're my
best friend. This
isn't gonna change
that.

...I thought you
knew you could tell
me anything.

I didn't exactly

see this coming.

Not even after...
you know.

... But it's cool.

I mean, yeah,
I'm surprised...

Did you
really think I
wouldn't be okay
with it?




Everyone else
already knew?

Yeah. I told them a
couple weeks ago. But
other than you four
nobody else knows.

How come
you waited so long
to tell me?

I don't know...
I mean, Ben was
pretty weird
about it.

He's better
now, but he acted....
differently around
me at first.

Oh...
So Ben knows?

Yeah... So do
Steph and Molly.

I-I mean... How
come I was the last
one to know?

Did I do something
to make you think you
couldn't trust me?




Sooch is a
good friend. . No, of course not
' Sooch, T just....

I knew he wasn't
the type of person
who would change

his opinion about me Of course I trust him.
over something If things were different, I

like this. would have told him before
I told anyone else.

...I always
knew that.

But still, I couldn't tell him.

Telling him I was gay was... too risky.
For a lot of reasons.

Even though I was pretty sure he wouldn't leave
me over this, the possibility that he might still
existed. And I wasn't about to take that chance.

If I lost Molly, Steph, or even Ben because of it, that would
be one thing. But if I ever lost Sooch.... that would be
something else entirely.

Losing him was too much of a risk.




Howie?

Mo pressure
or anything, I'm
just asking out of
curiosity, but..

I'm sorry, that
was.. really dumb
of me to ask.

I know it was
probably hard for
you to say anything
at all.

Anyway man,
thank you for telling
me. I'm happy
you did.

Nevermind,
don't answer




Just, have you ever
thought about it?

..Have you
ever considered
coming out?

Like, to
everyone?

EF-everyone?

Oh.. god, Sooch
I don't know. Not

I mean, I just
really, I guess.

barely came to terms
with it myself.... Why
are you asking?

Are you... trying to
say that I should?




...What do you
mean you just came
to terms with it?

I only accepted that
I was gay recently! I mean, I
always knew something was...
off. But I didn't want to believe
I could be gay. So I tried
to ignore it.

But then, during the
summer... I finally realized 1
couldn't live like that anymore.
I had to get over my ego and

accept what I was.

I'm sorry...

I misunderstood
I thought you you.

meant you always
knew, and that you'd
been hiding it.

I mean, we used
to talk about girls

together.... And I know
I thought you hooked up with a lot
that you'd been... of girls in the past.
consciously trying to be
SOMeone you weren't,
And I didn't like the
thought of that.

B-but anyway, I'm
not saping you should
do anything. But if you
ask me what I think...
I think that you

g sShouldn’t be afraid to be
yourself. Mot saying you need
to make a public announcement,
or anything. I just don't want
you to think you need
to hide...

And I want you to
know that whatever you
decide to do, I'll support you.
And I...

And, well,.........
Ah, shit......




This is.... kinda
new to me.

I'm sorry if I'm
not saying the right
things. I'm not trying
to be offensive...

...No,
it's okay.

I understand
what you're

saying.

I know that you're
just trying to encourage me
to be myself. But I'm just not
sure I'm comfortable being
openly gay. At least
not yet.

I don't think that's
something I need to worry
about just yet, anyway. I can
figure out what I'm going
to do later on.

...But thank you for
having my back. That means
a lot to me.




..Ben and I
were going to get
lunch soon.

....I think
I'm gonna go,
but, uh..

Yeah, definitely.
I never made it
to breakfast.

Neither did
we. We'll come
get you when
we're going.







I can't believe | R Did that really just
kissed him and | don't (/298 ) happen? | can't believe

fucking remember. ; R | kissed him!

Something like
Yoo il

that will never
v

... No, it's better | don't remember.
It would make things harder if | did.

If anything, at least he knows
I'm gay now. | finally got that one
off my chest.

And | don't think he realized |
like him, which is also good.




This is the best outcome I could
have asked for, actually. I mean...

What happened was crazy, but I'm glad
he knows I'm gay now. I'm glad I don't
have to hide that side of myself

from him anymore. But...

...l can never tell him that I like him.

Since, afterall...
Sooch isn't gay. I can't
have him. I need to get that
through my skull, I just
need some time....

And I'm sure I'll get
over him eventually.




| just don't
understand.

Josh. I'm sure
you did fine. | know. At least
we got it over with.

| mean, | probably didn't do that
bad.. but | could have done a

...Maybe it wouldn't be
so hard if our professor
actually spoke englisf.

Yeah, | hear
you. At least it was
just a quiz, though.

It doesn't count

for much.

That doesn't
matter.

()

If | want to pass
statistics | can't exactly

afford to get anymore
bad grades.




And this is
Jennifer.

Are you guys talking
about that quiz?

Haha, yes. We're
in the same class.
I'm Emily.

| always fuck
up hypothesis
testing.

Like, | still
mix up the null and
alternate hypothesis
a lot.

Well the way that
| remember it is that
the null is always-

Oh-—-
The stat quiz?
Yeah, we are.

Wasn't it terrible?!
His tests are so unfair!




You thought that
quiz was hard too?

Yeah,
there's a
good chance
| bombed
this one.
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Hal

Sorry for
not recognizing
you guys before.
That class is
really big.

| sit in the
back, so

Oh, wow. Qur Bad.
I'm Joshua.




We have to
head over to
our next class.

eah, definitely! That
would be awesome.

But it was
really nice meeting

you guys!

‘w

WPy,

N

Maybe, for
the next test,

the four of us
could study
together.

|fy0u
guys are
interested.




Those girls
were so cute...
Why didn't we

ask for their

numbers?

We should
go back and
get them.

... I, um, I don't
think so, man.

...You don't
want to?

Uh... nah, not
really. But if you want
to you should go.

I can't go without you.
I'm pretty sure Emily was into
you.... if I go ask for Jennifer's
number by myself, I don't know,
it might hurt Emily's feelings.
You didn't think Emily was
good looking?

Qur class is huge,
Howie. We never ran
into them before.

If we
don't get
their numbers
we might not
see them
again.
Please??

Then what's stopping you?
Come with me! I'm telling you,
she was totally into you!

turns out

you really
don't like her,
it's not like
you have to

text her.




Dammit

Josh I'm not
shy! I'm--

Don't you think
that's kind of shitty
to do though?

I can't doit. I wouldn't
feel right about it. If you really
want that girl's number you
should just go get it. But
I'm not coming.

Can't you at least
be my wingman??

Mo, Josh.

Oh come on! Help a

brother out. Since when are
you so shy?







Ha ha, no
you're not.

Y You're not
just fucking
with me?

....Wow--

I, um, I did

not see that
coming.




Guess that's a pretty
legit excuse for not wanting
that girl's number, haha.

...500ch was right.
That wasn't so hard.

Okay so like, you're gay
now. But I don't see why you
can't be my wingman still.

Yeah, man, of course.
That kind of thing doesn't
matter to me. We're
pals, right?

It feels good.

end of chapter three




