CAGED System Basics: Full Circle

Full Circle

LESSON 7
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Congratulations. You've learned all the shapes in the CAGED
System. Now it’s time to circle back to the beginning.

A The previous lesson was about the E shape and the first shape
we covered was the D shape. As you might have noticed from

this circle that I've presented in each lesson, the E shape connects
back to the D shape. This means the CAGED System is a closed

system. There isn’t room for more shapes. These five shapes

contain all the possible major triad shapes on guitar.
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As you can see on the left, the E shape connects
back to the D shape. In fact, once you get to the E
shape, the only possible shape after that is the D
shape. This is why CAGED is a closed system.

Here is another way to think about it: Map out
any major triad on the fingerboard and it will
ALWAYS create this same set of shapes in
repeating order of CAGEDCA GED. You'll

see more about this on the following page.

The share zone for the E shape and the D shape is
is fairly simple, containing one root on the D
string, and one fifth on the A string.
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Just to let the concept sink in, here are a few more full-neck triad maps. The shapes will
always be in CAGEDCAGED order and the system will always repeat in the same way. There
literally isn’t room for any other shapes. These are all the major triads available on the guitar.
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As you can see, CAGED shapes are the inevitable result selecting every root, third, and fifth
of any and every Major Triad. The CAGED shapes are inescapable. They are the only shapes
available on guitar for Major Triads and they will always be in CAGEDCAGED order.
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Homework

Your homework for the next two pages is as follows:
1. Fill in the appropriate root, third, and fifth for each Major Triad
2. Circle every root, third, and fifth for that triad on the fingerboard
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3. Label each CAGED shape and draw a bracket to show where each shape starts and ends
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LESSON 7

This homework will really help the concept sink in. Once you get used to seeing these shapes,
you'll start to notice them everywhere.
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Use this page to create your own CAGED Triad map. The instructions are the same as before,
except this time you pick the triad.
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Practice 1

LESSON 7

For this practice exercise, use a combination of E and D shapes to create a few rhythm parts.
This could be strummed, fingerpicked, or picked. Keep it simple and have fun!
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Practice 2

For this practice exercise, create a few rhythm parts using a combination of any CAGED
shapes. You could try to stay in one area of the neck, or create parts with a lot of movement.

A D E D

N
L

v

1+2+3+4+ 1+2+3+4+ 1+2+3+4+ 1+2+ 3+ 4+

EXA D G B(E EADGBE

SEEEE. SEREE TR
B BAC pocd | @ B® A
GCF [ DG GCF DG GCF [ DG
G| s ik ¢||®|¢
A]IDG¢EIIA AD(I}IEIIA AD(I}éEIIA

Gr i A K
s@@D | 5 EQOD | BBAD | ®
TENET: SANEX SINEX:
¢ 5@ ¢ P BEG
bGer kD bGcrhD DG e AD

& ; &
BADGBE E@DG B E BADGHE
ANEKE; JEIEE | |@cT
B BAY poe@ | @ B® A
GCF [ DG GCF DG GCF DG




