chapter six

I do my best to keep my
distance. I hardly ever see
him around, so I guess that
means he's doing the same.

It sucks.




I never thought I'd say this,
but thank god exams are coming up.

I'm hoping that studying will
help me keep my mind off things.

Movember 22nd
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Movember 23rd




Oh, ask Sooch
if you can borrow
some medicine,

He lent me

some the last time
\ I was feeling sick.

November 24th

" You guys know

how that bug’s been

going around? I
\ think I caught it.

"I haven't been
feeling so great.

November 25th

Hi! I'm Jeremy.

Nice to meet you.

Really? Okay,
I'll ask him for
some then.

November 26th

So when's
your exam?






November 28th

November 27th

Casey,
listen--

We're not
making much
progress.

Maybe you'l
have better luck
with a different

Movember 30th













O-oh. Yeah.
Biology.... "
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Meed any
help?

I said I don't
need it!

Looks like
you do.

Really, Howie, I'm
doing okay! I--

I know you're not trying to
be around me right now....

Yeah, well, I can't just walk
away knowing that you're having
a hard time. I'll just stick around

for a couple hours.




Sooch, I'm
saying it's fine.
I want to help.

Come on. Show
me what you're
studying.

It's really

...I have so much work
to do. I have this biclogy exam
in 2 days, and then an econ essay
due the next day. And that's
just the beginning of it.

Shit. Did you start
the essay yet? How long
does it have to be?

um, kind of...
It has to be a minimum
of 8 pages.

How much have
you written so far?

4 pages?
Sooch that's great!

....Sentences.




Basically, the
electron transport chain
is where oxidative
phosphorylation takes
place.

Okay. It's okay.

Don't worry about the
essay for now. I can't really help
with that anyway. It's probably best
to focus on your bio exam now,
and to do the essay after.

So which chapter
are you on

So this one'sa |
pain because you need
to memorize the concept
and the process.

And at the same
time, protons are going
to travel across the cell

membrane.

which is gonna
ultimately transfer
electrons from donors
to acceptors.

Oh. The electron
transport chain.

A series of redox
reactions happen

This process
creates a proton
gradient, which
will drive-




Sooch! Would
you focus?!

You nerd. You This is literally the Jesus christ, can

w_ould thi_nk it's most boring topic! you blame me?!
interasting. i .

What? I think
it's kind of
interesting.

How'd you
even do this?













And I'm still not

getting it.... I'm never
going to get it.

I'm wasting
your time.

What?
No you're not.

Yeah, I am. You know,
I really did try to stay on top

of everything. And somehow I
still managed to screw up!

Thanks for trying, but
I'm done. There's just no way
I'm gonna finish all this
work on time.

No, Howie! I'm not
like you! I'm a total fuck up
when it comes to school. I--
I seriously must be stupid--




No, you're not.

Don't get mad.
You're just tired and
frustrated.

Stop that.
Listen to me.

I don't like studying
/' this way because I think it's
tedious, but maybe it'll be
better for you.

Clearly discussing
the material isn't
working for you.

I thought discussing
this stuff with you would be
best, since that's how I like to
study. But not everyone
learns the same way.

Let's try
something else.




I want you to write down
everything in this note book. The
steps to all the processes, the facts, all of it.
Write them down over and over again,
untill you can do it by memory.

Yeah, I know. It's an
annoying way to study.

But I think it'll be
better than...
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The electron transport chain
is the third stage of cellular
respiration...

Pumping electrons
down the chain makes a
hydrogen concentration gradient..
And this membrane potential is
used to phosphorylate
ADP to ATP.

It's formed by four
protein complexes in
the mitochondria....

NADH and H+, and
FADH2 donate electrons
to the protein complexes,
and become oxidized. And
the electrons are passed

along the chain...

....I got it right.




Howie! I think I got it!

I never thought I'd be
able to remember all this stuff!

I knew you could do it.




It looks like you
get the main concept
of this chapter..

Did you wanna go
over it some more or
move on to-

>

Attention Raisley
students. The time is
now 2 AM.

The library is
now closed.
Thank you.

I made you stay

I totally lost
track of time...

Let's get
out of here.

Is it really
2 already?




Thanks again
for sticking around
to help me.

.1 don't ever want

to hear you talk about
vourself like that again.

And I'm sorry that I kind
of threw a fit back there. I'm
pretty embarassed...

Seriously though, why
do you keep signing up for
classes that you hate?

I know you said you
were trying to explore around
to decide what you would major
in, but don't you think you're
exploring the wrong areas?

I mean, you're
not stupid, but

You do have a hard
time focusing. And you get
distracted easily. And you
el l0Se your temper when you get
frustrated. Not to mention
yvou're really bad with time
management. Like,
really bad.

And it's pretty obvious
that you have absclutely
Zzero interest in any of the

classes you're taking, which is
also going to affect how you
do in them.




You never ;
told me that. Weren't there any

subjects that vou liked
in high school?
Because it
doesn't matter. What
the hell would T do with

an english degree? "I was good

at english.

Like, I know I

suck at the sciences, but at
least I 'd be able to get a
good job with a science
degree.

0Oh. So you're
concerned about getting

a good job. Yeah. I was good with

grammar, so I could write
well, And I was good at

‘r’eah; bauess, public speaking.

Right... I mean, it's definitely important
to study something that will get you a decent job

when you graduate... But I don't think that's the only
thing you should consider when you decide
what to study.

Like, I know it's a pretty common
conception that certain fields of study will
guarentee success. But it's not like it's guarenteed that
choosing a less conventional field of study will lead to failure.
It's true that it might make things a little harder, but
1 think it's worth it as long as you're happy.

Because this is your future

fou ”?Ed to do that you're preparing for, right?
what will make you

happy in the long run.

Do you really want to study
Even if the path you shit you hate, only to get a job you
need to take to get there hate, which you'll be stuck with for the
is 3 bit unorthodox. rest of your life, just because itwas
the easier, safer way?
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3 50,

....00 you think I could keep
on studying with you at least? We
wouldn't even really have to
talk that much...







I didn't mean to...
I just--

Thanks again
for helping me.
Goodnight.

N-no. I know.

I get it. Sorry.
I'll leave.

end of chapter six




