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{ Classes are over.

chapter eighteen




Man, you were dead to the
world last night. Once you fell asleep
you didn't move an inch.
Practically comatose.

Haha... | slept really well.

Where are
you going?

...You should ask to
take the day off.

Why should I?

To hang out with me.

W

Yeah? What should
be my excuse?

Tell them.... you can't
work because you're sick.







Oh, wait.... That's right.
It's Friday. | have an appointment
with the school councelor

Yeah. Fuck. | almost
forgot about it.

Let me know how
it goes. Do you need
anything?

Nah, I'm good.
| just don't feel like doing
this today.

What time is
your appointment?

Uh.... what time
is it right now?




I'm Caroline. It's
nice to meet you.

MNice to meet you.

Casey? I'm ready
for you now. Sorry
about the wait.

Come on in. Make
yourself comfortable.

How are you
doing today?

I'm doing alright...
how are you?

I'm doing well!
Thanks for asking.




| thought we could
use this session to get to
know each other better. And
we can figure out the
next steps from there.

Great. I'll start off by
telling you a little bit
about myself

I'm a Raisley alum
myself. | graduated with my bachelor's
in psychology and I'm currently
working towards my master's.

| started working here as the
school counselor shortly after
graduating, and | have almost 8 years
of counseling experience.

How about you? What
brought you here today?

I'm on academic probation...
| was taking classes to try to boost
my GPA and get my prabation lifted, but |
had a really hard time with my classes.

My english professor,
Mr. Baron, referred me to you...




Oh. John. Love that man.

Yeah. He's great. He's
probably the best professor
I've ever had.

Can you tell me what
you mean when you say you
had a hard time?

Um... | had trouble keeping

up with the work.

b

ut, this isn't, like, a new
problem that started with my = .
summer classes. S It would take me hours
to finish a single assignment when it
- A — { shouldn't have. And then I'd lose sleep
| think it was worse than usual & \ catching up. And then I'd be tired, so the

because | was under a lot of pressure : |\ school work got harder... It was a cycle.

with the probation, but I've struggled 4 h | felt so overwheimed all the:time.

in school my whole life. -~ - '

I'm sorry to hear
that. It sounds like
it's been hard.

Have you ever sought
out help for this issue before?




I'd like to reinforce
that this is a judgement
free zone.

You can be completely
honest with me, and whatever
you say stays between us.

| think it'll benefit our sessions if
we discuss any convictions you may
have about therapy.

To be honest.... | never
liked the idea of therapy.

Part of it was
because | was embarassed.
But | also just didn't see how
therapy fix anything. I still don't.

I'm willing to give
it a chance now because I'm
starting to get desperate,
| quess.




What was the turning
point for you?

Well, like | said. |
had a really hard time with
my summer classes.

The fall semester starts
in just a couple of weeks. I'm going
to go into it already burnt out from my
summer classes.... well, if my probation
gets lifted, that is.

I'm setting myself up for failure
again unless | do something about it.

And then... I'm also
dating someone now.

Uh, his name is Howie. He
did a lot for me to help me get
through the summer.

He's nothing like me.
He's really smart. He's going to
be a physician's assistant.

I just don't want to let
him down by repeating
the same patterns.

He makes you feel
more accountable.

Well, he sounds wonderful.
I'm happy that you have
someone like him.




Can you tell me more
about the support systems
you have?

| hope that counseling willlactually;
make a differgnce, andthatilim|
not wasting my, time!

\What{am | supposed
myself for the reste







Steph! | missed you.

Oh, you're alive!

| heard you
finished your classes!
Congratulations!

Hey, Mally. You cut
your hair! It looks good!

That's the dingiest
bar | have ever seen.




Well, Ben has alcohol.
But his brothers won't share
with us.

Casey, what do
you want to drink?

To be honest, |
don't really feel
like drinking.

That alcohol is
for the party later,
not for you!

Uh... | guess some
vodka and orange juice is
fine. But not a lot of vodka, please.
| don't want to get drunk.

You guys are here all
the time and you drink
all our alcohol so, yeah,
you're being cut off!

So, uh... you guys
are being cut off, huh?
You really come by
that much?

Yeah, we've
been around.

Do you think
you'll stay for the
party later?

Probably not.

I'm too tired for
any sort of party.




Josh didn't even
say that there would be
a party. He didn't even

tell me where he was
bringing me.

Cause | knew that

if | said there was a

party you wouldn't
come.

Come sit down!
Let's catch up!




So what's new
with you guys?

Uh... well, I've
been working as a
nanny this summer.

We always ask for you.
Josh tells us how busy you've
been. What's going on with
your probation?

Yeah, it's been rough.
And it depends on what my
final grades are.

Oh, okay. I'm sure
you passed. When will
you find out?

I'm not sure, Hopefully
by the end of the week.

It's great! | love my kids!
And I'm getting paid under the
table so the money is good.

Really?
How's that?

What about
you, Steph?

Hmm... nothing's new
with me, really. I'm just trying
to have fun before the
semester starts up.




Hey, how has Howie been?
| feel like | haven't seen or heard
from him all summer.

Oh, he's good. He's working.
He's been with me helping
me out so that's my fault.

I'm sick and tired of hanging
out with these delinquents.

Oh my god. Speaking
of Howie, | really wish
he'd come by!

There's this cute guy who
comes to the parties here sometimes
who's gay. I've been wanting
to introduce him to Howie.




And if he got into
the nursing program that
probably means he's pretty
smart, too.

You want to
set Howie up?

Well, | wanted
them to meet.

Howie's not interested.
Just because two people

are gay doesn't mean they
should be set up.

Well, obviously! | just thought
that they could potentially make a
good match. This kid seems nice. Plus he's

a nursing student, so he's interested
in healthcare like Howie is.

| don't
think so?

What did | say?
Was that offensive?




Uh... Howie just doesn't
seem like he's the kind of guy
who likes being set up.

Howie doesn't
want to be set up.

Because Howie
likes Josh.




You can't just say
that! It was probably
a secret!

A secret?! He
fucking announced it!

Guys! That isn't true!
Howie definitely does
not like me!

He doesn't!!




Come on!! Take it easy! You stupid
It's not true!







Hey, man. |
didn't know you were
coming over.

Hey. Sorry |
didn't text you.

Sooch asked me to stop
by on my way back from
work to pick him up.

You sure you guys
don't want to stay?

Not sure if you heard
or not, but we're having a
party in a few hours.

/‘-

Uh.... | don't think so.




Next time,
though. Definitely.

back with us? Or are
you staying?

We're holding
you to that!

| think I'll hang out
here a little longer.

For my safety.

Alright. See
you later.




Er... how are you?
It seemed like you were
in a bad mood earlier.

I'm fine. Our
friends are annoying.

~ & : Pretty much.




~ %) | didn't want to get drunk,
And... they kept _ i & 1y and they got me fucking drunk.
saying stupid things. 4

Now I'm drunk all by myself at
six o'clock in the fucking afternoon..

Well... they were
talking about you.

They kept saying that
you were into Josh.

You're not,
right?

Obviously not!



| don't know why
they think that.

| mean, | guess... a long
time ago | told them that
| thought he was cute.

But they kept insisting.
| don't know why they
were so convinced,

It was obnoxious!
== N
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Sorry | can't be him!




| said that a long
time ago! Way before
we started dating.

It didn't mean anything.
| only said that he was cute.
Not that | liked him

Same difference!

\
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Am [ living in
your bachelor pad?!

It's not a
bachelor pad if
I'm happily taken.

Filled up with the
guys you like?!




Well... | still
don't like it!

And anyway....
you're cuter.

Sooch.... you
know | love you.

DAMN RIGHT
I'M CUTER




[ thought... you
didn't like it.. when |
called you cute...

| don't. But
it's the truth.




We should just get our
own place

next year.




Want to watch
a movie?

... | need
ober up.
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What's gotten
into you today?

I'm.... acting
regular

You're acting
regular....




saved. Maybe you'll want to
watch one of them




That's a lot of movies.

Yeah. I've been
saving ones that seemed good
so we could watch them

when you were free.




Seriously what's
with you today? You're
being so... nice.

I'm always nice.

You're being really nice.
Well, aside from when you got
angry jealous over Josh earlier.

Tch... I'll break
up with you.

You can't break up with
me. You're stuck with me
for the rest of your life.

For the rest of
my life... how do you
know you'll even like
me that long.

| just do,
We're soulmates.

You believe
in soulmates?

If we're soulmates....

would you....
still like me even
if | was a worm?




Probably not.

Woooow.

I might think you were
a very cute worm, though.

Would you still like me even
if someone introduced you to a guy
who's a nursing student who seems
nice and is probably smart?

That's a weirdly
specific scenario.

Would you....
still like me even if Josh
flirted with you?

I'm not
interested in Josh!

Would you....

still like me even if | didn't
pass my probation...?




Why would you
ask me that?

Just.... you know.
Lately I've been thinking
about what would happen if
| didn't pass.

Sooch.... you passed.
| know you passed.

I'm saying, what if.

If | didn't pass my
classes, I'm going to get
kicked out of schoaol.

Even if | do pass, if my GPA
drops again, they won't give me
another chance. They'll kick me out. I'll
have to go to another school.

What would we do if
that happened? Would we
be long distance?




If I didn't... | just want
to know what we'll do....

If you didn't pass
your probation....

and you had to go
to another school....




Be serious!

| am being
serious!

But... all our
friends are here...

And? They'll be just fine.

.| couldn't ask
you to do that.

Sooch, the only reason | chose
this school was because it was close to home.
Aside from that, | didn't care where | studied. But | have
you now. And if you have to leave, I'll go
with you. It's that simple.

Besides.... | imagine that,
if you had to leave, and go to some

new school all by yourself,
you might.... be sad.

| couldn't stay here
knowing that you were
alone and sad.

And | think.... | mean,
| imagine..... that you might want
me there with you....

...I'd want you
there with me....




Okay. Then
it's settled.

I've been.... really worried
about what would happen if | didn't
pass. | wanted to make sure
we had a plan....

Obviously we would
have figured it out. Why
were you so worried?

I don't want you to
be disappointed in me.

Never. You worked
so hard, and I'm proud of you no
matter what happens.

...You know, I didn't
even want to go to this
school that much.




No. | probably would have
followed my friends from high school
to other colleges, if | could have. But my
family doesn't have a lot of money, and
Raisley was the cheapest option.

My parents wouldn't even let
me apply to other schools because
of the application fees.

Thank god I'm broke?!

Thank god
you came here! Or we
wouldn't have met.

Come on. Let's pick
a movie already.




=W

If you won't
pick one, | will.
%
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IfI'had never:
known you....
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Don't you want to
finish the movie?




... want to
kiss you more.






Don't you think....
we're ready to start
talking about this?

Well, yeah....

We're in a
relationship. We care
about each other....

| didn't expect us to
have this conversation
for a long time.




And, to be honest, |
didn't expect that you'd be
the one to initiate it....

Are you
still drunk?

We've.... been taking
things very slow....




And we're doing so
well. We're doing really,
really well.

| don't want to risk that
by jumping into anything.
There's no need to rush.

We did get together
under some pretty.... unusual
circumstances, after all.

\{_y
Just to be clear, I'm not

saying that we should
jump into anyth.-'ng

_._/ ‘S But I'm at a place where

| feel ready to start... moving
Ji’

forward with you.

| think we're ready to
start talking about it, at least...
| think we need to.

We've been dancing
around the subject lately.
I mean, you always push
me away when we kiss.... . \

Uh. Well. That's...

I've.... liked you for a
long time. When it comes to you,
it doesn't take a lot for me
to.... you know.

| don't want to be.... too much.
| don't want to freak you out.




It's the same
with me....

What if.... you see
me naked.... and think,
"holy crap, Howie's, like, a
huge giant guy!".

Just kidding....




Just in case | haven't
been obvious about it....

...I'm extremely
attracted to you.

Hate to break it to
you. You didn't think |
was dating you for your
personality, did you?




| think
you're handsome.

| always thought so,

since we met.

| love your eyes.
And your mouth....
| love the slow way
you kiss me...

| can't stop
thinking about the
way you kiss me...

You remember how |
left the apartment to study the
night before my finals? It was
because | couldn't stop thinking
about that kiss from the night we
went to the movies.

| had to physically
remove myself from the
apartment so | could focus. But
even then | still couldn't get you
out of my head.

Okay, you're

The sad thing is, :
exaggerating.

I'm really not, though.




I.... love your strong
arms. And your hands,
they're so big and warm.,

| love that
you're so much
bigger than | am.

| know I'm safest
when I'm with you.

When you hold me....
when you touch me,
| just feel so....

| can't get enough.

| never felt this way about
anyone before....

...l didn't know.
| didn't know | liked
those things....

| wish |
had known....




We did have an
unusual start. We didn't
get togetherin a

typical way.

| know that you
feel that our relationship is
fragile because of that, and
that you always need to be
careful around me....

But that's not
how | feel.

This whole thing started
out as a sort of test in the
beginning. We didn't know
if it would work.

And we had been fighting.
We were both hurting....
We were in a bad place.

But we worked really hard
to build our relationship back up.
It was scary, and we had to put a
lot of trust in each other.

And what we

have now is so much
maore than what we
had before.




























