
 

Spice Up Blues in A 

 
Tenthumbspro.com 

For educational purposes only 

 

Key: A    

Tempo: Medium Swing 

Chords needed: A7, D7, E7 

Video Tutorial: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfzAcBnKByI&feature=emb_title 

 
Chord Shapes –  

 

                   
 

The I chord – One thing that is very interesting about the blues is that 

our I chord is a 7 chord, which is a major chord, but our scale for 

soloing is the minor pentatonic. Playing on that dynamic can give you some 

really cool results with both soloing and rhythm ideas.  

 

 

For example the A7 chord has the following notes 

A C# E G 

 

 

The A minor pentatonic scale has the following notes 

A C D E G  

 

 

So we can do a really cool rhythm idea over the one chord that looks like 

this where we hammer into the major 3rd from the 3rd.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfzAcBnKByI&feature=emb_title


 
 

The IV chord – This chord takes place over bars 5, 6 and 10. One easy 

thing you can do to give it flavor is by sliding into it. This works best 

with a bar. Another idea is by varying the rhythm, so here for for the 

second measure we use our triplet strum as well. 

 

 
 

 

 

The Turnaround –  

 

The slide we used over the IV chord will sound great over the V chord in 

our turnaround, followed by slide into the IV chord as well. We will 

combine the hammer on we were doing earlier and add the triplet as well to 

give the triplet some more movement as well.  

 

 
 

 

 

Adding Licks – 

 

Here are two licks that you add to the 12 bar anywhere you want, we put 

them in the final piece at measures 2, 4, and 8 but feel free to play them 

where you want. They were created from the A blues scale. The most 

important thing is to know how much space you want to fill up and from 

that you can create a custom like with the scale that will sound great. 
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Putting it all together – Here is a 12 bar that puts all these ideas 
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