N FRONT OF ME AND TALKING
T8 ME MEANT MORE THAN WHAT
HAPPENED IN THE PAST.

#

WE Becan 4
MEETING REGULARLY
AND TOOK SMALL
STEPS IN TERMS OF,

' AFTER CLEANING VP MY
TEWEL' IMMEDIATELY, BEGAN ROBM, SHE COOKED VP

TO CLEAN VP MY TUNKYARD, A DELICIOVS DINNER
I |” 5” l__ ‘ t VSING THE GROCERIES
SHE MADE THE COMMON : SHE BROVGHT.
AREA SPOTLESS." MY ROOMMATE [
¥ (WwHo'was SIck OF MY SLACKNESS)
COVLDN'T THANK HER ENOVGH,

T HAD NS CHANCE
TO MAKE EXCUSES.
BUT LISTENING TO HER
MADE ME REALIZE HOW
MUCH SHE REALLY
CARED ABOVT ME.




AFTER THE MEAL,
WE SAT &N MYy BED AND
WATCHED A MOVIE,

SHORTLY AFTER
My vistt, I was
DEPLOYED T MY
NEXT MISSIAN.

SHE SENT ME LETTERS
ALMAST EVERY DAY.

‘.:‘G
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a8 U 1 lllll
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Q) w5
I #EVEQ KNEW WH&T, 1T, WAS, /
LHCE TG 'BE L) LGVE, SVGTHE bAYys

We weae ﬂ:PAﬂTlMﬁDE "ME R.EA'L!ZE.
T WAD FALLENIN LOVE WITH .TEWEL.




I was ABLE To
 SEE_TEWEL AGAIN /
AFTER b MONTUS OF [\ IT DIDN'T
SEPARATION. = : TAKE LONG
- - L 4

\(WHEN I 60T, 0FF 4% FOR ME TO DROP

- Y - ." \
THE | BVS, TEWELRAN 7 _ - THE QAUESTION.

THAT; MOMENT, WAS,
AT, DIMNER PARTY.] S

WEe HvasED
EACH OTHER
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I covLbi'r

BE HAPPIER, : -

IT FELT LIKE : ' . \ WITH ALL THE
I waAS DREAMING, ! VS HAPPINESS AND

\/ LOVE N MY

LIFE, T HAD

FORGOTTEN

ABOUT
SOMETHING,

LiFE cAN BE CRUEL
AND TRAGEDIES
HAPPEN SUDDENLY.

KNEW THE KIND OF,
LD PUT,

JOB T HAD WO

AN INCIDENT, OCCURED,
TeweL' was, KILLED




MY, 50N ALMOST FELL VICTIM,
BUT, I MANAGED TO KILL THE
PERPETRATORS JUST N TIME.

ALL\THE oFFICERS,
INVOLVED [N A PAST,
MISSION WERE AMEBUVSHED
AROVND THE SAME TIME.

WE SUSPECTED  THE CULPRIT,
WAS SOMEONE RELATED, TO

THE CAPTIVE WHO PIER IN

THAT, MISSION, BUT, MOST, OF
THE PETAILS REMAINED UNCLEAR,

T ASKED TEWEL'S
z’:r:.;rrg;:rs : BUT, MY, LIFE REVOLVED I /
A FEW TIMES, | AROUVND THE MILITARY.

3 T.HAD A PLACE HERE AND

PEOPLE COVNTED ON ME.
BUT. THEY WERE . L AP

STILL FEELING
THE PAIN OF
LASING TEWEL.
THEY BLAMED
ME FOR HER
PEATH; IT WAS,
NOT EASY TO BE
AROUND THEM,

EVENTUALLY, WE
STOPPED SEEING
THEM, AND T RELIED
6N My CcOMRADES |
AND THEIR FAMILIES.Y

\

I HAD TS FACE -

THE CHALLENGES
OF TAKING CARE
or conllBy,
MYSELF WHILE
WORKING FOR
THE Mu.rlrmx

Somenmes, Twouldr) —‘ -
CONSIDER CHANGING TOBS, | =y

WHEN A FEW YEARS PASSED,
EVERYONE SAID I, SHOULD MAVE 6N,
TEWEL WOVLD WANT.THAT, ETE.



THAT T wiLL

‘WeLL, TeweL o i NEVER .'.ova ANY,
WOVLD HAVE SalD .~ - OTHER WOMEN®
™HAT. T klow. ' ‘
BT, I, PROMISED HER N ENCAY,
\THE ONLY, PARTNER
- /ST cAULD HAVE,

w mouqar HER]

A THE,
T FELT,TOWARDS, TEWEL
BUT, ANOTHER FEELI ECING\TM

THE MORE CLOSER
WE GOT, THE MORE
STRONGER THE FEAR
OF LOSING SOMEONE
SPECIAL GREW.

AND ALSS THE VOWS
T MADE TO HER IN
FRONT OF HER GRAVE
MADE ME FEEL | ;
- A WONDERFUL' KID

GUILTY OF GETTING
ToO CLOSE
LIKE COAL FOR ME.

T8 THEM.
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BUILDING A FRIENDSHIP,

BY, ANY CHANCE..

IF WE HAVE SOMETHING
MORE THAN FRIENDSHIP ORr
JUST SEX..

COULD 1.7

LET ME TREAT
YOU OUR SPECTALTY
AT OUR RESTALIRANT.

BRING ALONG ZOE

AND THE KIDS.

THANKS SO
MUCH!
BYE.

IT was aLMAST TWo
WEEKS SINCE CHARR
ARRIVED., —

AND THERE WAS LESS
THAN A WEEK LEFT TILL
CHARR AND RALEX FLIES BACK.

| \\/\\\\




NONEED TO
WORRY OVER
OTHER STUFF
RIGHT NOW.

WE JUST PRAY THAT
THE COURT WILL NOT
NEED TO DECIDE THE
LEGAL GUARDIAN
FOR COAL.

PAPERWORK IS
GOOD TO GO.

CHARR EXPLAINED
TO COAL ABOUT US
TAKING CARE OF HIM YEH.. HE DIDNT EVEN T HEARD THEY LIVED

LAST NIGHT SHED A TEAR.. HE JUST APART FOR A COUIPLE OF

’ LISTENED QUIETLY. MONTHS BEFORE, BUT CHARR
Q ALWAYS TOOK HIM TO
YEH. .‘\. .b“ ';‘ BASES OVERSEAS.
'
§ [} }'v .y ' .
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IT WAS
PAINFUL

e TO SEE COAL
e LIKE THAT.
e

BUT THIS TIME.
THEY HAVE TO LIVE
SEPARATELY FOR TWO
YEARS. HE COULD CRY
AND SAY NO TO THAT.
IT WASOUT OF
THE BLLE.

AND CHARR WAS AWFULLY

QUIET THIS WEEK. HE'S

DEFINITELY DWELLING
OVER SOMETHING.

FORBETTER OR
WORSE, HE'S GOT
CHARR'S GUTS.

HE PROBABLY
UNDERSTANDS HE MUST
LEAVE COAL BEHIND BUT
STRUGGLES TO CONTROL

\ NN
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WE'VE BEEN WITH
ELTIAS FOR A MUCH
SHORTER PERIOD
THAN THEM.

BUT IFTHAD TO
LIVE AWAY FROM ELTAS
FOR YEARS..

IT BREAKS MY HEART
TO EVEN IMAGINE.

AND SERGE DOESN'T
EVEN KNOW IF HE
CAN RETURN ALIVE.

COAL ARE DOING
A SLEEPOVER AT
MARK'S* PLACE
TONIGHT.
SO IT'S PERFECT
TIMING.

TYSOOON. You
THINK I'M A
CAT WHISPERER?

TO JUST LISTEN
TO WHAT HE
HAS TO SAY.

THAT SHOULD MAKE
HIM REASSURED.

IF YOU CAN
HAVE A CHAT
WITH HIM FIRST,
| CAN JOIN
IN FOR THE
"CTRESS-
RELIEF"...

TELL ALEXTO
STAY OVERNIGHT
SOMEWHERE/




