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HAHA, WOW,
WHAT RARE

I KNEW THAT
WAS You!!

STRANGE,
DON'T YOU
THINK?

VASILIS REALLY
KEEPS YOU BUSY,

I FEEL AS
THOUGH I'VE
HARDLY SEEN

YOU...
P

T CERTAINLY
THOUGHT WE'D
HAVE MORE TIME
TO... TO UH...

. SEEING AS
WE'LL BE WORKING

TOGETHER-
il

WHAT ARE YOU
upP 102!

WELL
ANYWAY-
UMm-




OH COME ON-
YOU CAN'T SPEND A
BEAUTIFUL SUMMER'S
DAY LIKE THIS COOPED
UP IN THAT STUFFY
OLD PLACE!

I'M HEADING TO

. v 3 /'( t//’ ;
THE LIBRARY... ' <

N 2

I REALLY CAN'T
AFFORD TO WASTE
TIME. VASILIS-

AS YOUR
PRINCE-

I COMMAND
YOU TO TAKE A
BREAK!

SWORD

TRAINING!
P

SHOULD

JOIN ME!/




IT WOULD BE

MARC- MY PRINCE,
MY OFFENSIVE
MAGIC SKILLS ARE
QUITE ADVANCED...

/' SURELY IT'S

BEST FOR EVEN
SATYR TO BE
PREPARED!

/\IASILIS MAY NOT
BE TRAINED WITH

FATHER HAS
TRIED, BUT HE

ISN'T INTERESTED! //

/' BUT I THINK MY
ARCH MAGE SHOULD
BE WELL ROUNDED!

1 COULD SPARE

EXCELLENT!




WE'LL gusT
GO THROUGH
SOME BASIC
MOVEMENTS-

WE CAN SAVE
SPARRING FOR
ANOTHER DAY,
HAHA.

"{ HERE, TAKE
; THIS TRAINING
% SWORD!

/1S YouR
HAND OKAY?




VASILIS
ISN'T...

WORKING
YOU TOO .
HARD, IS HE?  j

YOU KNOW, I
,‘ COULD TALK TO
— MY FATHER-
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KIDDING?!

QuUIT
COMPLAINING,
IT'S NOT THAT




WORKING HARD
THERE BOYS?!

PLAYING WITH
SWORDS?

OH MY GOD,
ATLAS AND
MARCOS?!




WE'RE DOING
SOME SWORD
DRILLS!

WOULD You
TWO LIKE TO
JOIN us?

YOU KNOW,
THAT SOUNDS
SUPER FUN-

———
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BUT WE'LL
PASS, THANKS!

o

YOU KNOW A
LITTLE HARD WORK
NEVER KILLED
ANYONE PALLAS!

IBEG TO
DIFFER!

CAN WE
PLEASE GO-!

REALISE YOU
HAVE AN ARMY
TO DO THE
FIGHTING FOR
YOU, RIGHT?!

DON'T LET
HIM WORK
YOU TO DEATH
ATLAS!




JEEZ, WHAT'S
GOT YOU SO
WORKED upP?

I DON'T
CARE WHAT
HE DOES!!

YOU STILL
L /[ HUNG uP ON
fI\ HIM OR WHAT?

I'M NOT
GONNA BE IT'S NOT LIKE
JEALOUS- WE'RE TOGETHER.

HAHA! OH...




WHAT ABOUT
WHEN WE... !
You KNOW- /™

FRIENDS
HELP EACH

OTHER OUT! 4

& A\'ulv/f My, . ! \“ BESIDES,

1S THAT 2 £ YOU'RE NOT
THE ONLY ONE
GETTING OVER

NOPE! YOU
DON'T NEED TO
KNOW THAT!




\"/ DO YOU NEED
TO GO NOW?

THE DAY WE CAME
HERE-

PRINCE SOREN CALLED
HIM THE 'SPARE’.

WHAT DOES THAT
MEAN?

4
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O THAT
¥ MIGHT BE

o N\ MY FAULT..

BUT THEN, THE
DAY BEFORE YOU
CAME HERE,

HE DECIDED
TO TAKE PHILO
T0O, RIGHT?

WE KNEW VASILIS HAD ~\

y CHOSEN YOu TO BE
HIS APPRENTICE...




IF HE GAVE MY
FATHER A REASON,
THEY DION'T TELL
us.

SO EVERYN AND
I WERE TALKING
ABOUT IT-

" AND WE THOUGHT

YOU COULDN'T

MAYBE PHILO WAS
VASILIS" SECOND
CHOICE.

IN CASE...

WELL, VASILIS
ISN'T TRAINING S
7 S0 T GUESS

YOU WERE

I-I'MGLAD I
WAS WRONG!

YOU'RE THE
ONLY ONE I
WANT TO BE MY
ARCH MAGE!




. WOULD YOU QUIT

(
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DAYDREAMING
ABOUT ATLAS
SWEATY BOD?!




YOU'RE BEING
SO BORING...

IT'S JUST...

T'VE BEEN HERE
FOR AGES NOW-

AND VASILIS
STILL HASN'T
ASKED FOR ME,

NOT ONCE! 4

BUT ATLAS IS
ALWAYS WITH
A\ HIM, TRAINING. .

AND NOW HE'S
EVEN GETTING
SWORD LESSONS.

IT. IS THIS MY
LIFE NOW?

T DON'T GET

SITTING AROUND
WAITING- FOR

NOTHING?!

AH, SORRY...

IDION'T
MEAN- IT'S
JusT-




WHEN I FOUND
OUT I WAS COMING
HERE...

I7'S DUMB, BUT-

I THOUGHT...
THAT MAYBE THINGS
WERE GOING TO
CHANGE FOR ME,
FOR ONCE...

You
ACTUALLY
WANT 10

GET BETTER
AT MAGIC?

I DUNNO...
I GUESS I'M
JUST TIRED
OF FEELING
USELESS.

I BET THERE'S
SOMEONE AT THE
SPIRE WHO COULD
HELP YOU.




YEAH... MY
FRIENDS
WANTED ME
TO GET IN SAYING, WE
THERE. G \,:: COULD GO.
B
fy i ( r
e /i /
i i 7
y ;z,"f‘\\'
/\
’ \
I ALREADY
MESSED THAT uP
THOUGH.
1 . i W\

| MY FRIENDS
' ARE THERE!!

PROBABLY!

WOULD THAT
CHEER YOU upP?




HALL AFTER BREAKFAST
TOMORROW.

MEET ME IN THE EAST

JEEZ, I GUESS

ALL RIGHT,
WE'LL GO!

-




DON'T BE SO

HEY! ARE YOU
READY TO GO?

HOW LONG '

DOES IT TAKE
TO GET THERE?!

FOLLOW ME-

THE THING




LAST TIME VASILIS
LET ME GO OUT-

IFI
HIM

I KINDA
MESSED UP.

CouLd GO,

ASKED
IF WE

HE'D SAY NO
FOR SURE.

WE USED TO
DO THIS KINDA
THING ALL THE
TIME BACK AT
THE ACADEMY.

HOW BAD
WILL IT BE
IF WE GET
CAUGHT?

LET ME WORRY
ABOUT THAT.




IS THIS PART OF
THE CATACOMBS
AGAIN?

IT GETS KIND OF GROSS
AND WET THOUGH, SO...

PERFECT!
NOW JusT
KEEP GOING!

YEAH, WE'RE GOING
DEEPER THIS TIME-

THERE'S THIS ONE
TUNNEL I FOUND THAT
GOES ALL THE WAY
UNDER THE LAKE.

TRY NOT TO SLIP
ON THE ALGAE...
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WAIT HERE A
SEC- I gusT
SOMETHING.

GOTTA CHECK

OKAY, C'MON!
WE GOT LUCKY!




WE NEED TO
BORROW A

" WELL, IF WE HAD

TO GO ON FOOT, IT
WOULD TAKE WAY
TOO LONG.

AND T JUsT SO
HAPPEN TO KNOW THE
JUST LET
ME DO THE




WHAT ARE YOU
DOING HERE?!

LAST TIME,
YOU SAID-

BUT I NEED TO
GET PHILO HERE
TO THE SPIRE.

YOU'LL HELP
US OUT, WON'T

PHILO? LIKE-
VASILIS" NEW
APPRENTICE?

E 1 TRAVELS FAST




PALLAS, I
DON'T KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE
PLANNING...

LAST TIME- I
MEAN- T COULD
GET IN REALLY BIG
TROUBLE.

I'M SORRY.

PLEASE,
ALEC?

IT WouLD
REALLY MEAN A
LOT TO ME...

_ [ Y-YOU'LL BE
2 — BACK BEFORE
/ R SUNDOWN?

I GOT IN
TROUBLE LAST
TIME TOO
Y'KNOW.




PLEASE
DON'T MAKE
ME REGRET
THIS.

ALL RIGHT.

YAY! T KNEW I
COULD COUNT ON
YOU, ALEC!

BEFORE
SUNSET,
RIGHT?!

YES! DON'T
WORRY SO
MUCH! SEE
YOU LATER!

WOW. I CAN'T °¢
BELIEVE HE LET
YOU DO THAT!

HE WANTS
ME SO BAD,
IT'S TOO
EASY!

WANTS Y-
UGH! WHAT!

A HUMAN?! THAT'S
DISGUSTING!




YEAH, YOU'D BE
SURPRISED HOW
MANY OF THEM
ARE INTO US.

stoe!!

AREN'T THERE-
AGAINST

THAT?! L

BUT HUMANS
LOVE TO SAY ONE
THING AND DO
ANOTHER.

ARE YOU TELLING
ME YOU HAVEN'T
NOTICED MARCOS'
HUGE BONER FOR
ATLAS?!

IT'S HONESTLY
EMBARRASSING TO
WATCH...

IF YOU'RE NOT
CAREFUL, YOU'LL HAVE
SOME COMPETITION!
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VASILIS?
I FINISHED
THOSE-










ARE YOU

VASILIS- T'M | DIsGusTED? f
SORRY, I SHOULD :
HAVE KNOCKED-




PROGRESS IS
IMPRESSIVE,

BUT YOU
STILL HAVE A
LOT TO LEARN.

THE POWER AND \

TOLD ME
THIS IS THE
ONLY OPTION
FOR YOU.

WHY 1S
THAT,
EXACTLY?

FREEDOM THAT YOU HOLD AS
ARCH MAGE... NOBODY ELSE
COMES CLOSE TO THAT.

I NEED THAT.
ANYTHING LESS WOULD
BE POINTLESS...




AND WHAT
WOULD You BE
WILLING TO SACRIFICE,
TO GET IT?

WHAT LENGTHS
WOULD YOu GO TO,
TO KEEP IT?

YOU WANT
WHAT I HAVE,
ATLAS?

YOU'LL NEED
TO DO WORSE THAN
LET YOURSELF GET
FUCKED BY A

Human, /S
\
[

..WHAT ARE YOU
CAPABLE OF?




THESE
INSCRIPTIONS
REALLY ARE

1 SUPPOSE FLAWLESS.

WE'LL FIND | : o N

AH, WELL.

AND YOU FINISHED THEM
FASTER THAN I EXPECTED...

WHY DID You
BRING PHILO
HERE?

THE INCIDENT WITH
THE PORTAL...

YOU WERE
WITH HIM,
CORRECT?




WE WERE...
FLOATING.

I COULON'T
BREATHE.

o

IN SOME SORT
OF VOID...

YOU SEE
SOMETHING?

-:F

MY MAGIC FELT...
SUPPRESSED.

I WAS THE ONLY
SATYR TO EVER SEE
THAT PLACE.

I WONDER.

I'M SEARCHING FOR
THAT ANSWER MYSELF.

AND WHEN I FIND IT...




WHERE WE

COME FROM...
I'M SURE IT WILL

BE THE KEY TO
ALL THE ANSWERS
THAT T SEEK.

YOU'RE SEARCHING
FOR THE SAME
ANSWERS, AREN'T
You?

SO THEN...
PHILO...

IT SEEMS IT
WAS A FLUKE.

/1 DOUBT HE

COuLD DO IT
AGAIN- HE

DOESN'T HAVE
_ THE TALENT.

o e

I'D RATHER
KEEP HIM WHERE
I CAN SEE HIM.




YOU HAVE NO
INTENTION OF

TRAINING HIM... THAT'S WHAT

HAD YOu
WORRIED?
HA, NO.

I SAW HIS
ACADEMY
RESULTS.

THERE'D

YOU'LL SEE...

THERE AREN'T
MANY SATYR LIKE
YOU AND 1.

THEY DON'T HAVE...
THE AMBITION.

NOW, SHALL
WE GET BACK g
TO WORK?

COURSE, /. TWONTTELL
VASILIS. | ANYONE ABOUT- UH,
. THE KING...




THIS IS THE
SPIRE?

WAIT UNTIL WE
GET INSIDE THE

THERE'LL
DEFINITELY BE
SOMEONE HERE WHO

CAN HELP YOu.




HOLD THERE!
DISMOUNT FOR A
RUNE CHECK.

TWO SATYR...
WHERE'S YOUR
CHAPERONE?

A0
{7 ’//’/

APOLOGIES,

IT'S HIS FIRST
WEEK ON GATE

\——(j‘/
THAT'S THE ARCH
Z/IDIOT!! )

WE DIDN'T
RECEIVE WORD
THAT YOU WERE
COMING...

" YES, WELL. MY

BROTHER IS
VERY BUSY.




SO, WHAT CAN
WE DO FOR YOU
TODAY?

SHALL T SET YOU
‘ UP WITH A TOUR? |

NO NEED! JUST
TAKE GOOD CARE
OF MY HORSE.

WE WON'T
BE TOO
LONG.

OF COURSE!
ENJOY YOUR
VISIT SIR.

HA! DID YOU
SEE THAT?
THEY DION'T
EVEN CHECK
YOUR RUNE!

T-THERE'S SO
MANY PEOPLE
HERE...

HOW AM I
MEANT TO FIND
MY FRIENDS?!

REMEMBER
WHY WE'RE
ACTUALLY
HERE!




SHOULD TRY
MAGIC WING?

HATE SHIELD
MAGIC...

" THEN... MAYBE

Mim g
e -%@




IT'S REALLY




WHAT ARE
YOU DOING

HERE?!
, T'VE MISSED

NOT AS MUCH \
AS T'VE MISSED
YOU, TRUST

ASTER, THIS
IS PALLAS!




IT'S AN
HONOUR.

GLORY TO THE

ARCH MAGE.

YEAH,
GLORY AND
ALL THAT...

SO UH- WHAT
ARE YOU TWO

I PROMISED PHILO HERE
I'D FIND SOMEONE TO
HELP TRAIN HIS MAGIC!

WHAT, THE
ARCH MAGE'S

TRAINING ISN'T

FOR YOU?

GOOD ENOUGH




WE'RE GOING
TO BE LATE FOR
THE LECTURE!!

GO AHEAD
WITHOUT ME, T'LL
CATCH up!

[ YOU'RE FRIENDS
WITH AMBERS

OFFENSIVE
MAGIC, HUH?

] THAT COULD
WORK...

HEY, YOU TWO
SHOULD GO TALK
TO ORION.

/ HE TEACHES
MY OFFENSIVE
MAGIC CLASS! F

YEAH! HE'S
A GREAT
TEACHER.

UH... BUT FIRST,
COULD I TALK TO
PHILO ALONE FOR
A BIT?

NO OFFENSE...




EVERYTHING!

ARE YOU AND
ATLAS DATING

NOW?

FINE
BUT WE

DON'T HAVE
THAT LONG!

YOU WERE RIGHT,

NO WAY! SHIT.

HE REALLY IS JUST

M SORRY

'

I

A STUCK UP JERK.

M OVER IT...

'

I




DAMN PHILO, THE
ARCH MAGE'S
BROTHER?!

NOT SO
Loup!!

NO... WAIT...
THIS MEANS-

YOU LOST YOUR
VIRGINITY...

STICK IT TO
THE MAN!

DON'T LOOK
SO SMuG!!

I'M NOT AT ALLY

VASILIS HASN'T
SPOKEN TO ME ONCE
SINCE I GOT THERE!

I GUESS THAT
MAKES SENSE...

BIG ROYAL HOT
SHOT AND ALL.

NOW YOU'RE A




THAT'S
FUCKED ue!!

WHY'D HE
EVEN BRING
YOU THERE?!

I HAVE NO
IDEA!!

NOBODY
WILL TELL ME
SHIT!

YOU KNOW,
PHILO...

" T'VE MET A LOT
OF INTERESTING
PEOPLE HERE.

I CAN'T SAY
MUCH, BUT...

STAY ON YOUR
GUARD, OKAY?

/ THE PALACE...
THINGS MIGHT
GET MESSY.

WHAT

1 DOES THAT
MEAN?

ARE YOU DONE
YET? WE'RE ON A
SCHEDULE You




OH, CRAP!
I GOTTA GET
TO MY CLASS!

MORDECAI?

HIM TOO.

WAIT, WHERE'S

WANTED TO SEE

I

UH- PROBABLY IN
THE SMITH BUILDING,
THE SMALL ONE OVER

HE HANGS s )7(;;—,’? - e ] '_ig S%i- ‘: e
OUT IN THERE =T L—L\/\\f\i\é " 2 2 Dol
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I NNt . )
RN S e DON'T REALLY  J-— _
/«,g;;ff/‘—'ﬁ“I | ﬂ ow.. /-

[ NOT HANG OuT
ANYMORE?

/ WE'RE STUDYING
DIFFERENT PATHS,
SO...

IT'S JusT...
DIFFERENT HERE.




THERE'S
JUST... NOT
AS MUCH
TIME...

HE'S GOT A
LOT OF NEW
FRIENDS.

AND HE'S REALLY
GOOD AT THE WHOLE
ARTIFICING THING.

DON'T LOOK
SO WORRIED!

MORE
IMPORTANTLY...

PROMISE
ME-

YOU'LL STAY
SAFE.




I KNOW WE'LL
SEE EACH OTHER
AGAIN.

T'LL MAKE
SURE OF IT.

@
YES, YOU CAN |

GO SAY HI TO
THE OTHER ONE.

MEET ME ON THE
FIFTH FLOOR! ASK
FOR DIRECTIONS!!
AND DON'T TAKE
TOO LONG!







WHAT ARE
YOU DOING
HERE?

TRAINING- I'M
NOT HERE FOR
LONG- DID YOuU
GET TALLER?!

HAVE YOU SEEN
ASTER YET?

YEAH!
HIS HAIR HAS
GOTTEN LONG
HUH.

HAHA, HE KEPT
COMPLAINING THAT
YOU'RE NOT HERE
TO CUT IT FOR HIM
ANYMORE!

IT LOOKS
CUTE THOUGH,
RIGHT?

1 TOLD HIM
SO- I GUESS
HE'S LETTING
IT GROW OUT

FOR NOW.
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H-HAVE YOU SAID
ANYTHING?!

DO YOu LIKE
HIM BACK?!

MORDECAI...

I THINK,
MAYBE-

ASTER
LIKES YOu.

...AS MORE THAN A
FRIEND.

IT'S NOT
THAT SIMPLE
THOUGH...

WE CAN SEE
IT, BUT...

IDONT
" THINK ASTER

' REALLY KNOWS IT
’\ HIMSELF, YET.




YEAH, BUT
THAT'S JusT
ASTER-

YOU KNOW
HE CAN BE
SUPER DENSE
SOMETIMES.

/1 00oN'T MIND
WAITING.

BUT, IF IT'S
FOR HIM,

REALLY

OH, DID HE
TELL YOU-

THAT HE'S
GETTING
DEPLOYED?




YOU MEAN- INTO
THE HAUNTED
LANDS?!

ACTUAL
FIGHTING?!

HE'S BEEN
BRUSHING
IT OFF, BUT
I THINK HE'S
PRETTY
NERVOUS...
THEY NEED

SATYR TO KEEP
THE GHOSTS OFF
YEAH..  OF THE WORKERS
SOME 0LD T GUESS.
RUIN CITY THE
KING WANTS
TO RECLAIM.

PHILO, DID YOU
EVER NOTICE...

ASTER WOULD IT WAS LIKE HE

SPEND SO MUCH . FORGOT ABOUT
TIME LOOKING T HIMSELF SOMETIMES?
AFTER YOU...




HE WAS SO
UPSET THAT
YOU WOULDN'T EVEN THOUGH
TRY HARDER TO : ' WE MISS YOu,
COME HERE : : OF C-
WITH US... '

/) BUT I THINK
IT KIND OF WORKED

OUT FOR THE BEST,
IN THE END.

MORDECAI...

AMI..
A BAD
FRIEND?

I'M SURE HE
JUST DIDN'T
WANT TO
WORRY YOU.

I DIDN'T
SAY THAT,
DID 1?7

YOU KNOW
WHAT ASTER
IS LIKE.




YOU'RE RIGHT,
THOUGH...

HE'S ALWAYS LOOKED I DON'T WANT IT

AFTER ME... SINCE ‘ TO BE THAT WAY
WE WERE KIDS. ANYMORE... I'LL BECOME STRONGER.

T'LL LOOK
AFTER YOu,
AND ASTER!

T'LL BE THE
GUY YOU CAN
RELY ON!!

HAHA, OKAY.

I GUESS WE'RE
ALL GROWING UP.
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BE ON THE FIFTH

FLOOR RIGHT

DIRECTIONS?




THERE YOU

DION'T I
SAY TO BE
QUICK?!

HE'S AGREED
TO SEE IF HE
CAN HELP You!




